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“Can that be done,” he finally said. “It is only the question that a
man of letters asks himself each time he enters his room, shuts the door with
a welcome kind of despair, and sits himself down before the awful,
terrorizing whiteness of the white page. Can . . . that . . . be . . . done.”

I placed a morsel of Irish soda bread, rich with currants yet the dough
sternly unsweet, into my mouth beneath the veil. He drank at his coffee. I
knew he would not stay away from the topic.

“Can—Bless you, shipmate. It is the question.And not only because
it is so difficult.A man at his desk, poised above the awful blankness, must
ask himself this: Do I seek a stay against oblivion on behalf of my little
actors on the vast page? Or do I seek my own eternal life? In case of the
latter, it’s philosophy a man must drive for. If the former, a generous and a
merciful and a slighter end, why then you can write down in their scratchy
particularity the traits of a person and keep them fresh for as long as the
paper lasts. If in some library in some city in some nation of the world that
book exists, then your character’s saved from oblivion—your remembered
personage, I mean.Your own character, the outline and contents of your soul,
that is neglected for the persiflage and rump-de-dumps, the lace collars and
bone buttons, of romance.The choice is part of the danger. So’s the oblivion,
of course.” He laughed, his mouth wide, his head tilted back, his little eyes
staring at the smoke-browned ceiling of the coffeehouse, and no sound rising
from his lips.

—excerpted from The Night Inspector

5 points v10n1&2final  6/8/07  10:32 AM  Page 1



Editor
DAVID BOTTOMS

Fiction Consultant                             Poetry Consultant
RICHARD BAUSCH EDWARD HIRSCH

Associate Editors
BETH GYLYS

SHERI JOSEPH

Assistant Editors
CHRISTOPHER BUNDY

BRIGITTE CLIFTON
KERIN FLATLEY

K.B. KINCER

Contributing Editors
ANN BEATTIE lVIRGINIA SPENCER CARR lELLEN DOUGLAS

PAM DURBAN lG EORGE GARRETT l JANE HILL 
PHILIP LEVINE l JOSEPH PARISI lDAVE SMITH lCHARLES WRIGHT

Advisory Board

BUD BLANTON lRANDY HARBER lROBERT SATTELMEYER
GARY SHAPIRO lMARY DELLE STELZER lKAREN VEREB 

Five Points (ISSN 1088-8500) is published by Georgia State University in December,
April, and August. U.S. subscription rates are $20 per year (three issues), $30 (six issues)
for two years. Single copies: $7. Second-class postage paid at Atlanta, Georgia.

Address all editorial and business correspondence to Five Points, Georgia State University,
P.O. Box 3999, Atlanta, Georgia, 30302-3999. No manuscripts, requests, or artwork will
be returned without the inclusion of a self-addressed stamped envelope. Simultaneous
submissions will not be considered. Unsolicited manuscripts will not be considered dur-
ing the months of May, June, July, and August. We are not responsible for the return of
manuscripts sent to us during these months.

All ideas and expressions contained herein represent the opinions of the authors whose
names appear on each submission, not The Board of Regents of the University System
of Georgia, Georgia State University, or the editorial staff of Five Points. GSU is an
EEO/AA employer.

Five Points is distributed to retail outlets in the U.S.A. and Canada by Ingram Periodicals,
Inc. and Media Solutions and is indexed by the MLA Directory of Periodicals,The American
Humanities Index, and the Index of American Periodical Verse.

Cover design by Michael Hunter for Catcher in the Eye 

Copyright © 2006 by Five Points, Georgia State University

Cover Photo / Potter / Eudora Welty

Visit us at http://www.webdelsol.com/Five_Points

5 points v10n1&2final  6/8/07  10:32 AM  Page 2



T E N T H A N N I V E R S A RY I S S U E

A T L A N T A

E D I T E D B Y

MEGAN SEXTON

F ive  Po in t s

5 points v10n1&2final  6/8/07  10:32 AM  Page 3



C O N T E N T S

Volume 10, Numbers 1 & 2

POETRY

PHILIP LEVINE / Alba / 25

EDWARD HIRSCH / Krakow, 6 A.M. / 28

ADAM ZAGAJEWSKI / The Sea / 30

GERALD STERN / Bronze Roosters / 45

Jew / 46

What For / 47

ROBERT BLY / Time To Go / 48

Something About Morning Pajamas / 49

NAOMI SHIHAB NYE / What Happened to the Air / 50

W. S. MERWIN / Note / 51

Raiment / 52

SHARON OLDS / My Parents’ Ashes, October, 2001 /63 

Behavior Chart / 65

Berkeley Café, 1956 / 66

MARK JARMAN / The Prayer Chain / 67 

Yggdrasil / 69

Catch and Release / 70

MARY OLIVER / On Thy Wonderous Works I Will Meditate / 71

BILLY COLLINS / Ballistics / 152

Geneology / 153

5 points v10n1&2final  6/8/07  10:32 AM  Page 4



What Love Does / 155

BARBARA HAMBY /Mr. Nollie Hinton Talks to Me

While I Test Drive His 1955 Studebaker / 156

MARK DOTY / Magic Mouse / 157 

DAVID KIRBY / Ode to the Personals / 159

THOMAS LUX / Sleep’s Ambulance / 162

JIM HARRISON / To a Meadowlark / 241

Reading Calasso / 242

CHARLES SIMIC /In the Junk Store / 243

Crickets / 244

Those Who Clean After / 245

JANE HIRSHFIELD / The Tongue Says Loneliness / 246

The Present / 247

KIM ADDONIZIO / In the Land of the Free / 248

Feeling Bad / 249

LINDA PASTAN / Zephyr / 251

ELIZABETH SPIRES / Essential Snail / 252

Story of a Soul / 256

DENNIS O’DRISCOLL / Intercession / 258

The Call / 259

CHARLES WRIGHT / from Littlefoot / 261

FICTION

FREDERICK BUSCH / Patrols / 7

ANN BEATTIE / The French Officer / 54

5 points v10n1&2final  6/8/07  10:32 AM  Page 5



PAM DURBAN / Island / 59

MELANIE RAE THON / The Island of Lost Boys:

for the Son of a Childless Mother / 98

MICHAEL DOWNS / Mrs. Liszak 163

CARY HOLLADAY / Hollyhocks 204

LAURA DAVE / Things I’ve Done Since She’s Stopped Calling / 217

ELIZABETH DEWBERRY / His Lovely Wife / 230

ESSAYS

PAUL WEST / Fatherhood / 75

PEARL AMELIA McHANEY / Line and Shadow:

Photographs by Eudora Welty / 80

JOSEPH PARISI / Between the Lines:

Poets and Protests in the Late Sixties / 117

INTERVIEWS

EDWARD HIRSCH AND ADAM ZAGAJEWSKI /A Conversation / 32

MARY LEE SETTLE / An Interview with Jane Hill / 184

DAVID BOTTOMS / An Interview with William Walsh / 268

PORTFOLIO

EUDORA WELTY / Photographs / 81

Contributors / 288

Patrons / 295

FIVE POINTS PROUDLY ANNOUNCES JOSEPH PARISI AS THE WINNER OF

THE FIVE POINTS JAMES BLAIR LOVELL PRIZE FOR NONFICTION.

5 points v10n1&2final  6/8/07  10:32 AM  Page 6


