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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The 1994-95 year was another fruitful and successful period in 
the Collegefs thirteen years of existence. The greatest single 
achievement of the year was securing membership in the prestigious 
Association of American Law Schools. Seeking membership is, in 
essence, a second special accreditation process. Our successful 
application validates thirteen years of work to develop an 
appropriately funded quality and reputable program of study at GSU. 

A first Board of Visitors for the College was selected and the 
first organizational meeting was held. Itsmembers are important 
and distinguished members of the legal and business communities. 
This is an important step in the development of the College for the 
Board will provide valuable advice to the College, will disseminate 
information about GSU to the larger community, and will provide the 
foundation for significant fund raising to support College 
activities in the future. 

The list of scholarly publications by the faculty for the 
1994-95 year shows the Collegers commitment to scholarship and 
research. This scholarship and faculty service in various bar 
associations, the Association of American Law Schools, .and other 
professional organizations further the reputation of the College of 
Law as well as the reputations of individual professors. 

There is a commitment to teaching by the faculty, and the 
standard for classroom instruction is high. Manifestation of the 
quality of teaching and training provided at GSU continues to be 
seen in the high pass rate of GSU law graduates on the Georgia Bar 
Exam and the success of student competition teams. The latest bar 
exam results show Georgia State students and graduates had the 
highest pass rate among first time takers and the highest pass rate 
among all takers of the exam. Such extraordinary results are not 
new for GSU, for law students and graduates from Georgia State have 
consistently performed very well on the bar exam from the inception 
of the College of Law in 1982. 

This year the GSU student chapter of the National Association 
of Criminal Defense Lawyers added to the list of national 
championships won by GSU student moot court and mock trial teams by 
winning the Cathy E. Bennett National Invitational Mock Trial 
Competition held in Houston, Texas. This was the first time that 
our school had been invited to participate, and we are the first 
Georgia law school ever to win this championship. 

The year was filled with many activities that contributed to 
an exciting climate of discovery and learning at GSU, including 
special programs, respected visitors and guests, and distinguished 
lecturers such as Drew Days, U. S. Solicitor General, whose visit 
was supported by the Loridans Foundation, one of a number of 
benefactors of the College. 



NARRATIVE SECTION 

A. Overview of College 

At the conclusion of its thirteenth year, the College of Law 
has successfully achieved the goals identified at the time of its 
founding. The last hurdle in a long and difficult course was the 
successful application for membership in the prestigious 
Association of American Law Schools. The efforts of law faculty 
and administrators and University leaders during these thirteen 
years have established an important tradition of high quality legal 
education. The College is now positioned for future development as 
a regionally and nationally recognized law school. A new strategic 
plan is now being developed that will guide the College in the 
future. 

Presently the College's student body is an excellent mix of 
full and part-time students. The include individuals who are young 
and just finishing an undergraduate degree and others who are 
mature with valuable work and life experiences. Nearly half of the 
students are female and 21% are minorities, giving Georgia State 
College of Law the highest percentage of minority students among 
ABA accredited schools in Georgia. Great demand for admissions 
continues to exist, with our applications numbering the same as 
last year, despite a national trend downward. Twenty-eight hundred 
seventy (2870) applications have been received for approximately 
190 seats in the fall 1995 entering class. The quality of the. 
applicants credentials remains high. 

Placement figures for College of Law graduates six months 
after graduation indicate that 94.2% of those responding are 
employed. Of this reporting group, 96% are employed full-time and 
4% part-time. A little over half of them work in private practice 
settings of varying size. The percentage employed in Georgia is 
94% with 78% employed in the metropolitan Atlanta area. Only 25% 
of the reporting group included their salaries, but in that group 
the median salary was $38,600 and the mean salary was $45,200. 

The College of Law's strengths remain the competence and 
commitment of the faculty who provide excellent teaching and engage 
in valuable scholarship, the dedication of its staff and the 
caliber and motivation of the students. Weaknesses exist in 
insufficient funding of faculty salaries and operations costs, 
including funds used for faculty development, and student 
scholarships. The future will see increased visibility of faculty 
members among their academic peers as they mature as scholars. 
Also ahead for the College of Law is the identification and 
cultivation of areas of excellence within the curricula which will 
give Georgia State its own distinctiveness. The coming years will 
also see the fruition of the current efforts to build links with 
the Atlanta legal and business communities which will yield 
important financial resources beyond State appropriations. 



1. Special accomplishments of the College and its subdivisions 

The college continued to achieve a number of significant 
accomplishments during this academic year. On a wide range of 
issues, Dean Girth wishes to acknowledge the highly talented 
assistance which she received from Associate Dean Corneill 
Stephens, Assistant Dean Robert Shuford, Law Library Director Nancy 
Johnson, Development Director Derek Coelho and their staffs. 

a. Membership in Association of American Law Schools 
In January of 1995 the House of Delegates at the annual 

meeting of the Association of American Law Schools approved Georgia 
State Universityfs application for membership. Application to this 
prestigious organization was made after the retention of a 
consultant on readiness who reviewed the Collegefs instructional 
program, faculty scholarship, and budgetary resources. Following 
the guidance of the consultant, the Dean of the College ensured 
that the Collegefs program and budget reflected the standards of 
quality required by the AALS before a formal request for membership 
was submitted. The membership process included a self-study and a 
site visit. AALS membership was the last remaining goal identified 
by the founders of the College of Law when the institution was 
started in 1982. 

b. Board of Visitors established 
This year has been significant in the Collegef s 

cultivation of community support. A Board of visitors was 
established and held its first orientation meeting in May. An 
impressive list of judges, lawyers, and community leaders have 
agreed to serve on this important organization for the College. 
Chaired by Dom Wyant of Jones, Day, Reavis, and Pogue, the Board is 
expected to convey valuable advice to the law school and to 
disseminate information about GSU throughout the community. We 
also expect that the board's members will be a resource for 
significant funding activities in the years ahead. 

c. Development activities 
Another achievement in the Development area is the 

initiation of a merit and need based scholarship program funded by 
the assets of the now closed Atlanta Law School. This school 
closed its doors in May of 1994 and has a substantial endowment. 
The trustees of the Atlanta Law School sought an appropriate way to 
perpetuate the name and role of their institution in the community. 
Dean Marjorie Girth along with the law school's Development 
Director, Derek Coelho, and Associate Professor Mark Kadish were 
successful in convincing the trustees that a scholarship program 
for GSU students is an excellent way to accomplish their goals. 
Emory Law School will also participate in the program. Four 
scholarships valued at $36,000 have been awarded to students who 
will enroll in August. 
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Considerable time was committed to graduate and community 
cultivation. Breakfasts and luncheons with graduates were held at 
Atlanta law firms and with graduates employed by public agencies. 
Similar functions for our graduates were held in Savannah, Georgia 
and washinaton, D. C. The Dean and President and Mrs. Patton hosted 
a dinner for important prospects, and the Dean hosted the first 
recognition event for major gift donors to the College, including 
dinner and a concert. Dean Girth visited several law firms in the 
Savannah area to encourage them to consider hiring our graduates. 
The breakfast held at the mid-year meeting of the Georgia Bar was 
a great success with the a large number in attendance to hear 
speaker Judge Dorothy Beasley of the Georgia Court of Appeals. 

Other significant development achievements include the 
continuing success of fund raising for the David Maleski Memorial 
Fund, which now has a balance of $27,000, the renewal of three law 
firmsf participation in the Dean's Scholars Program, and the 
receipt of $10,000 and round trip air fare for a student exchange 
program with our sister law school in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. 

Derek Coelho, the Development Director of the College, 
works tirelessly with great enthusiasm. The Development Office 
under Derek's leadership also achieved the following: 

Established a Law Graduate ~eadership Council with class 
representatives for every class and past leaders of the Graduates 
Association to assist with marketing, events, and fund raising. 

Directed the first "Law Leadership" campaign to identify and 
solicit 80 graduates with potential to make four figure gifts. 

Conducted fall and spring phonathons to raise funds from 
graduates. 

Created a network of graduates to write to our most 
promising applicants and encourage them to attend the College of 
Law. 

Assisted with the second annual solicitation for the Law 
Library to users from the Atlanta community. 

Organized five and ten year class reunions. 
Printed two issues of the Collegefs newsletter and a new 

edition of a GSU Law Graduate Directory. 

d. Faculty recruited and retained for 1995-96 
The College successfully recruited Victor Flatt from the 

University of Washington to join the faculty beginning with the 
fall semester of 1995. Associate Professor Flatt is a published 
scholar in environmental law and will fill a void in the curriculum 
previously handled by the late David Maleski. This winter Nancy 
Deel was heavily recruited by Georgetown University Law Library, 
but Dean Girth and the Library Director, Nancy Johnson, made a 
successful counter proposal. Nancy Deel remains at GSU and has 
assumed a new position as Electronic Services Librarian. 

Two vacancies occurred in the Law Library with the departure 
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of Barbara James and Jackie Shieh. Edna Dixon, formerly of Alabama 
State University, has joined the library staff as our new catalog 
librarian this spring, and the remaining vacancy will be filled 
after the start of the new fiscal year. 

e. Other ~ersonnel actions 
Other personnel actions included the promotion of Charity 

Scott to Professor and Robert Shuford to Associate Dean, effective 
with the 1996 fiscal year. Nina Thomas transferred to Career 
Planning and Placement, filling a vacancy created by the departure 
of Colleen Mattingly. Kelly Lettrell was hired to replace Ms. 
Thomas in the Collegefs Development and Graduate   elations Office. 
Joan Clarke joined the staff as faculty receptionist, and the 
Computer Support Office was reorganized with two new employees, Ken 
Walsh, who supports word-processing, e-mail, spreadsheet, database, 
and graphic software, and James Jones, who is responsible for the 
network and peripherals, hardware, and communications links. Ken 
Walsh, a law school employee for a number of years, transierred to 
Computer Support from the Student Records unit. A casualty of a 
$50,000 internal reallocation implemented by the Provost was a 
vacant faculty secretarial position formerly held by.Leola Bagley. 

f. Increased fundina achieved 
Additional resources were allocated to the College for 

the 1994-95 budget year through the effective presentation of 
College needs by the Dean and law faculty who serve on the 
University Senate. The FY95 budget saw increased funding for (1) 
two new faculty salaries, for Andi Curcio and Natsu Jenga, who were 
recruited during the 1993-94 recruitment season; (2) support funds 
for new faculty; (3) library acquisitions; (4) equity funds for 
faculty salaries; ( 5 )  a minority hiring incentive; and (6) funding 
for beginning the renovation of the sixth floor of the Urban Life 
Building. 

Much of the 1994-95 year was devoted to advocating 
increased funding for the FY96 year to the Provost and a variety of 
committees that participate in that process. The FY96 budget will 
see increased funds for library acquisitions, summer teaching, and 
equity funding for faculty and staff salaries. 

g. SBLI Visitina Professor Proaram 
The Collegefs relationship with the Southeastern 

Bankruptcy Law Institute continues to be a fruitful one. The 
endowment held by the Georgia State Foundation to fund a nationally 
known visitor in the bankruptcy field allowed the College to bring 
Karen Gross of New York Law School to the Georgia State campus for 
two separate visits during the spring of 1995. Her first visit was 
devoted to teaching classes and sharing with the faculty some of 
her latest research interests. During her second visit, she spent 
time with bankruptcy lawyers and judges as well as the leadership 
of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute, which initially 
endowed this visitorship. She will return for a third visit in the 



fall. 

h. Phvsical emansion initiated 
The College received important funding. for physical 

expansion with the allocation of $250,000 in FY95 toward the 
remodeling of half of the sixth floor of the Urban Life building. 
This project addresses the faculty office shortage that first 
impacted the law school during the 1993-94 year when two new 
faculty were placed in substandard space. The addition of two new 
faculty in the 1994-95 year, and the upcoming arrival of another 
new teacher for FY96 has worsened the situation. Through the work 
of the College's space committee, chaired by ~ssociate Dean 
Corneill Stephens, and the collaboration of the University 
Facilities Office and the architectural firm of Lord, Aeck, and 
Sargent, the College developed a program to shift staff from the 
fourth floor of Urban Life to the sixth floor, thereby creating 
space for present and future faculty office needs. The new space 
on the sixth floor will also contain a conference room suitable for 
seminar offerings in the curriculum and a computer training lab for 
students. Additional funding in FY96 will complete that portion of 
the sixth floor construction. The eastern portion of the sixth 
floor will be thereafter renovated to provide the College of Law 
with additional seminar rooms, a courtroom, and student 
organizational offices. 

i. Major conferences and lectures 
The College of Law sponsored or otherwise supported a 

number of conferences and events during the year. An important 
annual conference was the Southern Banking Law Conference, co- 
sponsored by Georgia State University College of Law and the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, and directed by Professor Ronald 
Blasi. The conference, held in September of 1994, was a great 
success with an impressive array of speakers on the program and a 
large attendance by leaders in the banking industry. 

The Atlanta College of Trial Advocacy returned to our 
campus for the second consecutive summer. This program occurs 
under the auspices of the Atlanta Bar Association's Litigation 
Section. Associate Professor Ellen Podgor served as co-faculty 
director, and the College was pleased to bring practitioners to the 
GSU campus for this learning experience and to incorporate incoming 
first year students into the program as jurors for the Trial 
Advocacy College's final trials. 

The College's distinguished lectureship series named in 
honor of renowned Atlanta lawyer,Henry Miller and supported by the 
Loridans Foundation brought U. S. Solicitor General Drew Days to 
the campus for two days of activities in March, highlighted by his 
major address to a very interested audience on the evening of March 
13th. Students, faculty, lawyers and judges in attendance, and 
members of the GSU community benefitted from Solicitor Days visit. 



The Ben F. Johnson, Jr. Public Service Award was created 
as part of the tenth anniversary celebration for the College of Law 
in 1992. Named in honor of GSUfs founding dean, nominations are 
generated by public announcements of the award in State Bar 
publications and elsewhere. Nineteen ninety-five was the second 
year of this recognition, and distinguished Atlanta lawyer, 
community leader and government official, Donald Lee Hollowell, was 
the recipient. The award ceremony reflected Mr. Hollowellfs many 
contributions, with judges and public officials speaking of his 
many efforts over the years to better society. 

The Georgia Supreme Court, which holds court for a day 
each year at one of the four accredited law schools in the State, 
was on campus at GSU on September 26. We were pleased that the 
Court returned to Georgia State so soon after their last visit. 
Many of our students took the opportunity to view the operations of 
the court, and the College faculty hosted a luncheon for the 
distinguished judicial guests. The College also participated in 
the Federal Judicial Center seminar held in Atlanta in March for 
U.S. District Judges. Professors Charity Scott and Kathryn Urbonya 
presented lectures at the seminar, and the College of Law hosted at 
the law school a reception for participants. 

j. Law Library accomvlishments 
As reported to the ABA in Fall, 1994, the Library 

recorded a net gain of 1,358 hardcopy titles (added 1,581 titles 
and withdrew 223 titles), 27 microform titles, and 44 audio/visual 
titles. These figures are almost identical to the totals from the 
previous year. The total volume count (including volume 
equivalents) is 241,365 volumes of which 130,494 volumes are hard 
copies, 27,590 volumes are microfilm and 83,281 volumes are 
microfiche. 

The attendance record in the Law Library has increased 
slightly during the year. For the preceding twelve months, 
254,456 visits were recorded. This figure translates into 21,204 
visits per month. Beyond serving the students and faculty, the 
Library is open to attorneys and members of the legal community. 
According to the attorney sign-in sheets, attorneys used the 
Library on more than 9,217 occasions during the year. During 
November 1994, for the second time, the Law Library solicited 
donations from its users. The College now has a small group of 
"Friends of the Law Library," which will take on more formal 
functions during this next year. Effective January 1995, due to a 
request by the law students, the library expanded hours on Sunday 
morning. The library is now open 105 hours per week or 5,355 hours 
per year. 

The library staff and law students benefit from new 
computer support in the College of Law and increased staffing in 
the library computer lab. The network project in the library 



became a reality during this past year. Students can access 
Westlaw and Lexis both at home and in the computer lab. Their 
usage of computer assisted legal research totaled 12,476 hours or 
an increase of 13% over 11,067 hours in 1993-94. The librarians 
and staff use the wealth of information available on the Internet. 

In spite of another year of financial constraints in the 
book budget, the Law Library continues to maintain a collection 
that provides resources to support the law school curriculum, 
programs, and research. However, the increased cost of legal 
materials has caused great concern and made it mandatory to cancel 
serial titles to stay within budget. During this past year, the 
Library canceled over 300 serial titles. 

For FY95, the Dean and the Law Librarian requested a 
budget of $607,753 for acquisitions. The funding level set by the 
University was $440,000. Later in the year the acquisitions budget 
received $100,000 in contingency funds plus $80,000 end-of-year 
funds. The initial budget for FY96 will be $505,000, an increase 
of $65,000 in permanent funding. In comparison to several of our 
peer schools in the southeast, the GSU Law Library has the lowest 
acquisitions budget. 

Since the Law Library's collection is growing at a net 
gain of 4,000 volumes per year, the collection will be 148,000 
volumes or 85% capacity in 1999. To exceed 85% capacity would be 
out of compliance with standards of the American Bar Association 
and the Association of American Law Schools. To accommodate the 
Law Library's current needs and expected growth, it is imperative 
that plans be initiated now for additional space to meet the needs 
of the future. 

After much deliberation, the law librarians decided to 
request a change in status from tenure track in the Pullen Library 
to non-tenure track in the College of Law. This change became 
effective January 1, 1995. Rather than professorial titles, the 
librarians hold the ranks of Librarian I-IV. The law librarians 
are directed by a carefully drafted set of "Guidelines for 
Librarian Rank and Promotion in the College of Law Library." This 
document, although it has not yet been tested, has become a model 
for the promotion process in other libraries. 

k. Com~uter services 
The College of Law has made several important 

developments in the area of computer services during the past year. 
The College expanded its computer technology by completing the 
networking of all staff on the ground floor. This necessitated 
upgrading the ground floor server which increased the speed of all 
applications available through the network. The Law Library has 
greatly benefitted by gaining superior access for Westlaw, Lexis, 
PALS, OCLC, and OLLI. Library lab work stations have been upgraded 
















































































