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A. OVERVIEW OF THE COLLEGE 

The College of Law undertook to maintain its tradition of 
excellent legal training during its twelfth year of operations. As 
the academic year began, Associate Dean ~orneill A. Stephens, whose 
appointment we reported last year, very capably undertook a full 
range of responsibilities for curricular scheduling and student 
services, and represented the College at some external University 
and community functions. The full-time faculty was enhanced by 
three new appointees, whose specialties included commercial and 
corporate law, copyrights and trademarks, and real property 
transactions. A first-year class of approximately 190 students, 
drawn from more than 2800 applications, joined their upper-class 
colleagues to create a total student body of more than 600 
individuals. 

We were very fortunate that our exceptional Law Library 
Director, Nancy P. Johnson, and our talented team of professional 
law librarians remained in place without any turnover. Moreover, 
our administrative staff, under the skillful leadership of 
Assistant Dean C. Robert Shuford, continued to provide extensive 
assistance with financial analyses and dedicated support for a wide 
array of faculty and student activities throughout the year. We 
were very pleased that Bob Shufordts outstanding long-term service 
to the University was publicly recognized when he was among the 
1994 recipients of the Sparks Awards. 

During the first weeks of the academic year, we could not 
envision how complicated our faculty staffing would soon become. 
Two of our faculty members, Professors Mark Kadish and David 
Maleski, became seriously ill in late September, necessitating the 
assumption of their teaching and committee service loads by their 
colleagues, as it ultimately developed, for the remainder of the 
year. A substantial number of the College's faculty members 
willingly made significant changes in their own plans for 1993-94 
and added substantial responsibilities to their own workloads in 
order to accommodate these crises. Our students were also very 
understanding about the inevitable changes of plans and schedules 
resulting from these developments. 

At approximately the same time, the College received a 
favorable decision from Dean Jeffrey Lewis of the University of 
Florida, who had served since 1991 as its consultant on eligibility 
to seek membership in the Association of American Law Schools. 
Achieving membership in the AALS had been a high-priority goal for 
the College, once full American Bar Association accreditation was 
achieved in 1990. 

The ~ssociation of ~merican Law Schools serves as the learned 
society of the legal academic profession. Membership in the 
Association signifies that the scholarly accomplishments of a law 



school's faculty and the academic program which it delivers deserve 
full recognition by the national community of legal scholars. The 
process for obtaining membership involves undertaking a major self- 
study of the law school's staffing, program and resources in 
preparation for a site team visit, in this instance scheduled for 
April, 1994. 

Between September and April, the AALS self-study process was 
preoccupying for many members of the faculty and staff. Professors 
L. Lynn Hogue and Charity Scott co-chaired the faculty's 
Accreditation Committee, which involved the College's committees in 
the overall consideration of our strengths and weaknesses, and 
surveyed faculty, students and graduates to assess their 
perceptions of the College's programming and resource needs. In 
addition, Assistant Dean C. Robert Shuford coordinated the 
preparation of the staff's answers to the highly-detailed 
questionnaire which must accompany an application for AALS 
membership. 

Both of these major documents were completed in a timely 
fashion, and the AALS site team arrived on April 10. Chaired by 
Professor Sarah Wiant of Washington and Lee's law school, the team 
proved to be highly-skilled, well-prepared and perceptive. They 
engaged in meetings with faculty members, students and staff 
directors, as well as with a group of federal and state judicial 
and bar leaders, who generously gave of their time to provide the 
professional community's assessment of our operations. 

We are now awaiting the site team's report, which will be the 
subject of an AALS Accreditation Committee hearing to which 
President Patton and I have been invited in early October. 
Thereafter the AALS Executive Committee will respond to the 
Accreditation Committee's recommendation concerning our application 
for membership. We anticipate that both committees will focus on: 
1) the quality of our academic program; 2) the level of financial 
support which the University currently provides; and 3) the 
University's anticipated ability to provide continuing levels of 
financial resources to assure adequate funding for our program. 

In the meantime, the American Bar Association's Accreditation 
Committee had asked the College to prepare a more extensive self- 
study and to respond to some questions concerning the adequacy of 
financial resources that were based on its 1993 site team's report. 
(The 1993 ABA site team visit was a customary "third-year reviewt' 
which follows a new law school's receiving full ABA accreditation.) 
Their questions emphasized the low levels of our full-time faculty 
memberst salaries by comparison to peer school and national norms, 
the serious inadequacy in the Law Library's acquisitions budget, 
the College's current shortage of classroom and office space, and 
the need later in this decade for expanded space for the Law 
Library. President Patton and I have filed that supplemental 
report, which will be considered by the ABA's Accreditation 



Committee at its late June meeting. 

Fromthe perspective of customary measures of student interest 
in our program and their performance, the data continue to be very 
encouraging. Further details appear in later subsections of this 
report, but it is important to note that the number of applications 
for admission to the entering class in August, 1993, increased 15 
percent to its highest level in our history. This experience was 
especially encouraging, because applications to law schools were 
down an average of 6 percent on a nationwide basis that year. 
Moreover, since last September our admissions staff processed only 
five fewer applications for the class which will enter in August, 
1994, again handling more than 2800 requests when preliminary data 
indicate a further decline in the national average. 

At the end of their law school careers, our graduates also 
continued to perform very well on Georgia's bar examination. For 
the July, 1993, exam, the GSU graduates' "pass ratett was the 
highest among Georgia's accredited law schools both for all 
graduates who took the exam as well as for those who were taking it 
for the first time. For the February, 1994, exam, the 
corresponding GSU passing percentages were 93 percent for all 
takers and 94 percent for first time takers. 

The placement market nationwide for law graduates continues to 
be a difficult one to penetrate. However, by December, 93 percent 
of ~eorgia State's 1993 graduates who reported to us were employed. 
Of this reporting group, coincidentally, 93 percent were employed 
full-time, and 7 percent part-time. A substantial majority of them 
work in private practice settings of fewer than 25 lawyers, and 85 
percent remained in the metropolitan Atlanta area. Only 38 percent 
of the reporting group included their salaries, but in that group 
the median salary was $40,000, ranging from a low of $18,500 to a 
high of $79,650. 

The sections which follow describe other highlights of the 
1993-94 year in more detail. Noteworthy activity occurred in many 
contexts, and the sense that we are associated with a highly 
accomplished, lively enterprise is widespread. 

B. HIGHLIGHTS of 1993-94 

1. Special accomplishments during 1993-94 

a. Faculty additions for 1994-95 

During 1993-94 the College successfully recruited 
three new faculty members who will join us for the 1994-95 academic 
year. Two positions were newly funded by the University and the 
third position filled an existing vacancy on the faculty. Andrea 
A. Curcio will join the faculty this fall as an Assistant 



Professor. She received her J.D. degree from the University of 
North Carolina and has experience in private practice and teaching 
trial advocacy and clinic courses for the University of North 
Carolina. Natsu S. Jenga, who is fluent in Japanese, will be an 
Assistant Professor in the fall and will teach in the area of 
international law. She received her J.D. degree from Yale Law 
School and comes to GSU from the Troutman, Sanders law firm in 
Atlanta. Douglas Yarn will be a new Associate Professor for the 
College teaching alternative dispute resolution. Yarn's current 
position is as an in-house mediator, trainer, and counsel for the 
Atlanta Regional Office of the American Arbitration Association. 
He has professional degrees from the University of Georgia School 
of Law and Cambridge University. 

Maior lectures and conferences 

The successful Henry J. Miller Distinguished Lecture 
series continued in the 1993-94 year with two outstanding programs. 
In the fall Professor Hans Dolinar of Johannes Kepler University in 
Linz, Austria, delivered an address on Recent Developments in 
International Commercial Arbitration. Professor Dolinar's speech 
culminated a month-long visit at the College of Law, where he co- 
taught a seminar on international commercial arbitration with 
Professor E. R. Lanier and collaborated with Professor Lanier on 
research projects. 

The spring Henry Miller lecture was delivered by 
Nadine Strossen, President of the American Civil Liberties Union 
and Professor of Law at New York Law School. Professor Strossents 
well-attended lecture dealtwith current issues of pornography, the 
first amendment, and feminism. 

Steve Nickles, Roger F. Noreen Professor at the 
University of Minnesota Law School, was the College's Southeastern 
Bankruptcy Law Institute Distinguished Visitor for the year, coming 
for two week-long stays during the spring semester. Professor 
Nickles made two presentations to the faculty, participated in 
ltBusiness Bankruptcytt and 'tBankruptcy Reorganizationtt classes, 
consulted with faculty members on their pending research projects, 
and met with the SBLI Board and its advisors, the U. S. Bankruptcy 
judges. 

In late summer of 1993 Georgia State University 
College of Law hosted on campus the Atlanta College of Trial 
Advocacy, which occurs under the auspices of the Atlanta Bar 
Association's Litigation Section. GSUts Associate Professor Mark 
Kadish was the co-faculty-director of this program, with a faculty 
colleague from Emory University's School of Law. The College was 
pleased to bring practitioners to our campus for this learning 
experience and to incorporate incoming first year students into the 
program as jurors for the Trial Advocacy Collegets final trials. 



c. Increased international ~roqramminq 

As mentioned above, the College hosted for a month 
the respected authority on international commercial arbitration, 
Professor Hans Dolinar of Johannes Kepler University in Linz, 
Austria. He currently heads the Austrian Institute for Civil 
Procedure, which is housed at Johannes Kepler University. Dr. 
Dolinar had previously served as president of that institution. 
Professor Dolinar is associated with GSU1s Professor Lanier in a 
continuing collaboration in the field of international commercial 
arbitration. This collaboration has led to a number of successful 
teaching and publication achievements both in the United States and 
in Europe. 

Another manifestation of Professor Lanierfs academic 
endeavors is a 1994 summer abroad program on Austrian-American 
Comparative Dispute Resolution, which he is jointly teaching with 
colleagues from Johannes Kepler University in Linz. Conducted in 
Austria, this program enrolled 25 GSU students. assisted by 
Associate Professor Michael Landau, who has his own scholarly 
interest in arbitration. 

Under the leadership of the Atlanta Bar 
Associationls President, Terrence Croft, and Georgia Appeals Court 
Judge Dorothy Beasley, the College is attempting to add a student 
exchange component to its relationship with Bulgarian law schools 
pursuant to the American Bar Associationls Central and Eastern 
Europe Law Initiative. Professor Charles Marvin is serving as the 
Collegels faculty liaison to this effort, and Development Director 
Derek Coelho is assisting with funding efforts. 

d. Other major events 

(1) Inauquration of the Ben F. Johnson, Jr., 
Public Service Award 

As part of the tenth anniversary celebration 
for the College of Law in 1992, the faculty created the Ben F. 
Johnson Public Service Award in honor of the founding dean of the 
College of Law at Georgia State. This past year saw the 
inauguration of this award. An impressive response to a call for 
nominations was generated by public announcements of the award that 
appeared in State Bar publications and elsewhere. The first 
recipient was Senior U. S. 11th Circuit Judge Elbert P. Tuttle, who 
participated in a well-attended reception in his honor at the 
College of Law. 

Reception for Randolph Thrower 

GSU's Dean Marjorie Girth and Emory University 
School of Law Dean Howard Hunter co-hosted a reception at the GSU 
College of Law to honor Randolph Thrower who had received the 1993 



ABA Medal. Mr. Thrower, a partner in the firm of Sutherland, 
Asbill & Brennan, has long been a supporter of the both law schools 
and currently serves as a member of the Advisory Committee of GSUts 
Tax Clinic. 

e. The Law Library's accom~lishments 

In preparation for the Association of American Law 
Schoolst Site Visitation, the staff of the Law Library prepared a 
Self-Study and revised the Law Library Strategic Planning Goals. 
In the Self-Study, the librarians responded to the issues raised in 
the surveys completed by the faculty, students, and graduates. 
Because the surveys provided a "listening postt1 to identify our 
users1 needs, we will issue library surveys on an annual basis. 
The AALS site team visit extended from April 10 to April 13. Sally 
Wiant, Chair of the team and Washington and Leets law librarian, 
spent time in the library discussing issues with the librarians and 
staff . 

As reported to the ABA in Fall, 1993, the Library 
recorded a net gain of 1,318 hardcopy titles (added 1,597 titles 
and withdrew 279 titles), 85 microform titles, and 56 audio/visual 
titles. During last year and continuing into this year, we are 
systematically withdrawing serial titles that have been canceled. 
The total volume count (including volume equivalents) is 233,582 
volumes of which 127,386 volumes are hard copies, 27,265 volumes 
are microfilm and 78,931 volumes are microfiche. 

We hired four staff members (two half-time and two 
full-time) during this past year to fill vacant positions. 
Additionally, several staff moved into different positions. Our 
catalog librarian was promoted to Assistant Professor and the five 
other librarians remained in their existing positions and academic 
ranks. The librarians continue to be very involved in national, 
regional and local professional association activities and research 
projects. 

The attendance record in our Library is almost 
identical to the number of visits during 1992-93. For the 
preceding twelve months, 228,726 visits were recorded. This figure 
translates into 19,060 visits per month. Beyond serving the 
students and faculty, the Library is open to members of the legal 
community. According to our attorney sign-in sheets, attorneys 
used the Library on more than 8,330 occasions during the year. 
During November 1993, for the first time, the Law Library solicited 
donations from its users. We now have a small group of "Friends of 
the Law Library." 

The Reference Librarians provide a total of 68 hours 
of reference service each week. During this year they answered 
approximately 9,000 questions. Each faculty member is assigned a 
library liaison. This librarian is in charge ofJ the research 



requests for the faculty member. Interlibrary loans and our 
photocopy service remain invaluable for our faculty. 

The computer lab for word processing, computer 
assisted legal research, and legal exercises continues to be in 
demand. During 1993-94, we recorded 12,128 hours of Wordperfect 
usage and 387 hours of CALI usage in our lab. These figures are 
almost identical to last year's figures. Our students can access 
WESTLAW and LEXIS both at home and in our computer lab. Their 
usage of computer assisted legal research totaled 11,067 hours or 
an increase of 11% over 9,992 hours in 1992-93. The librarians and 
staff use the wealth of information available on the Internet. 
There is a continuing need for training and staffing of our 
computer services. 

Our automated system, OLLI, is now supported by 
Dynix. Library operations, including circulation, serials, and 
acquisitions are automated. The Strategic Library Automation 
Planning (SLAP) group continue to function and has enhanced the 
communication and coordination among computer services personnel in 
the library, the law school, the Pullen Library and the GSU 
computer center. 

Although we have endured another year of financial 
constraints in our acquisitions budget, we continue to maintain a 
collection that provides resources to support the law school 
curriculum, programs, and research. However, increased cost of 
legal materials has caused great concern and made it mandatory for 
us to cancel titles to stay within our budget. During the past 
four years, due to the lack of an increase in our acquisitions 
budget, we have eliminated buying back issues of congressional 
documents in microfiche, halted special binding projects, and have 
eliminated many duplicate purchases. Expensive looseleaf services 
have come under heavy scrutiny and many have been canceled. 

For FY95, the Dean and the Law Librarian requested 
a budget of $607,753 for acquisitions. The university has set the 
FY95 acquisitions budget at $440,000, which may be supplemented by 
year-end funding. This figure reflects a $40,000 increase from our 
FY94 base of $400,000, the first increase in the base figure since 
FY92. However, if we receive no "year-end" supplement to this 
base, it will produce a $66,644 decrease from the final FY94 budget 
of $400,000 plus $106,644 in contingency and year-end funds. To 
stay within our budget, we must cancel subscriptions to many 
sources, some of them known to be basic legal research sources. 
Since the College of Law has hired three new faculty members and 
the existing faculty members1 research needs are expanding, it is 
very difficult for the Library to supply needed materials when its 
acquisitions budget is so constrained. 

Since the Law Library's collection is growing at a 
net gain of 4,000 volumes per year, the collection will be 148,000 



volumes or 85% capacity in 1999. To exceed 85% capacity would be 
out of compliance with standards of the American Bar Association 
and the Association of American Law Schools. To accommodate the 
Law Library's current needs and expected growth, it is imperative 
that we initiate plans now for additional space to meet the needs 
of the future. 

One of the goals for this year was the initiation of 
a multi-faceted development plan for the College. Under the 
energetic leadership of Development Director Derek Coelho and his 
staff, the development activities of the law school have increased 
significantly. Through a reallocation of internal resources, the 
College was able to add half-time secretarial service for the 
development program in this academic year. Major accomplishments 
during the year include the following: 

Dean Girth hosted a series of meetings with a number 
of community leaders to seek their perceptions and advice about the 
College of Law. Some of those who generously gave their time to us 
were : 

Miles Alexander..Kilpatrick & Cody 
Joia Johnson..General Counsel for the H.J. Russell Co. 
Dennis Berry..Publisher of the Atlanta Journal Constitution 
Judge Elizabeth Long..Fulton County Superior Court 
Lee Burge..Former CEO of Equifax and a College of Law 

If Founder It 
Lewis Holland..CEO, Central Atlanta Progress 
Susan Neugent..VP for Community Improvement & Development, 

Atlanta Chamber of Commerce 
Randolph Thrower..Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan; former IRS 

Commissioner and 1993 ABA Medal recipient 
Clay Sparrow..GSU Alumni Board President and Glass, 

McCullough partner 
Senator Perry McGuire. . GSU College of Law '88 and Member of 

the Senate Higher Education Committee. 

Dean Girth has invited several of these leaders to work on a Task 
Force to nominate and select an advisory board for the College of 
Law. We hope that such a board can begin its work during the fall 
semester. 

We have reviewed past gift reports and have 
identified approximately 30 prospects for large gifts. The College 
is now working on long range ltcultivationlt plans for each of these 
prospects over the next 18 months. 

Dean Girth, Charity Scott, Roy Sobelson (in their 
capacity as Scholarships Committee chairs) and Derek Coelho met 
with representatives of several donor firms to review the Dean's 




























































































