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Major Accomplishments

The past year has been one of significant accomplishment for the College of Law, its
faculty and students. With the close of the FY98 fiscal year, Dean Janice Griffith concludes her
second year as the leader of the College of Law. Guided by the college’s strategic plan and Dean
Griffith’s own articulated objectives for the law school, the College has made great strides in
promoting technological proficiency among faculty, staff, and students and integrating technology
into instruction, expanding international relationships, strengthening and increasing community
outreach and public service, and fostering and supporting greater faculty research and scholarly
activities.

Georgia State College of Law continues to be in the forefront of the technological
revolution overtaking legal education. This is the conclusion from attendees at various ABA and
AALS meetings, particularly the Computer Assisted Legal Instruction Conference in Chicago.
Our professor, Patrick Wiseman, was again an invited speaker on the program of that conference
to share with other law schools from around the country the innovative use of technology at
Georgia State College of Law. From the enthusiasm of a few, the law school now sees more and
more law faculty using e-mail and chat room discussion groups, on-line Internet assisted
classroom instruction, and instructional materials in electronic format. The College’s home page
with its Meta-Index for U.S. Legal Research has received yet another favorable mention as an
outstanding and useful website to legal scholars.

This past year the College secured new computers and established a windows environment
for all faculty and staff and student stations. Computer projection systems were added to several
classrooms, and the installation of network ports at Law Library carrels and all seats in the
College’s largest lecture hall was initiated and will be completed during the fall semester.
Extensive training was conducted by the College’s computer support staff for faculty and staff
while the Electronic Services Librarian directed mandatory training for first year students.
Following William Gregory last year, two law professors are participating in the Board of Regents
"Connecting Teachers and Technology Faculty Institute" during the coming year, Patrick
Wiseman and Jack Williams.

The College of Law’s comparative dispute resolution program based in Linz, Austria and
involving most of the arbitration courts in Central Europe received an important endorsement this
past year with the receipt of accreditation by the American Bar Association. The process
required submission of appropriate descriptive documents and a site visit in Europe by an ABA
representative. Accreditation indicates a quality learning experience and permits the enrollment of
students from other ABA accredited law schools besides Georgia State.

The students and faculty traveling to Austria and Central Europe this past summer
numbered among the largest group of participants ever. Important in the building of relationships
was an official visit by Dean Griffith to Johannes Kepler University, Linz, Austria, which serves as
the base of operations for the summer program. Dean Griffith’s visit and the teaching of
Professor E. R. Lanier at Johannes Kepler University during the summer were appropriate
reciprocal actions in light of previous visits to Georgia State by Professors Hans Dolinar and



Walter Buchegger. As part of the relationship with the Austrian university, the College of Law at
Georgia State hosts for several weeks a delegation of Austrians students and professors in the
“early fall of each year.

A developing international initiative, growing out of this valuable summer program in
Central Europe, is the embryonic Consortium on Transnational Civil Dispute Resolution. This
entity will unite Georgia State and other associated institutions in the United States with the major
arbitral courts in Central Europe, including those of Austria, Hungary, Slovenia, and Croatia.
Developmental discussions took place this past year between the courts and our Professor E. R.
Lanier. Furthermore, Georgia State sent a technical representative (with a J.D. from Georgia
State) conversant with global communication technologies to survey future computer network
links with potential consortium members. Further explorations will take place this coming year
and the summer of 1999,

Related to the summer student program as well as the developing relationship between the
arbitral courts in Europe was the visit to the law school of Dr. Marie-Beatrix Tupy, the Secretary-
General of Vienna Arbitration Court, during the latter part of October, 1997. Judge Tupy spoke
to law classes, and a variety of professional organizations in Atlanta, and the Savannah Economic
Development Authority. A valuable component of her visit was consultation with Professor
Doug Yarn, who directs the Board of Regents sponsored Consortium on Negotiation and Conflict
Resolution.

Our faculty and students had an enriched learning experience this past fall semester
because of the visit of two students from Croatia. They came to Georgia State under the auspices
of the International Connection, a cooperative venture of representatives from the Atlanta Bar
Association, the bench and bar, the private sector, and the College of Law. The students each
took three academic courses at the law school, held externships, and visited area courts and law
firms. The International Connection achieved this student visit with the assistance of the
American Bar Association’s Central and East European Law Initiative, which has been involved
with previous visits to Georgia State by Bulgarian law students and law school administrators as
well as faculty exchanges to Bulgaria and Central Asia by our Professor Charles Marvin.

The College continued its efforts in strengthening and increasing community outreach and
public service with a number of notable activities. Nancy Johnson, Professor of Law and Director
of the Law Library, continues to serve on the Executive Board of the American Association of
Law Libraries. Marjorie Knowles is a member of the Visiting Committee for the Harvard Law
School. Michael Landau, in the field of intellectual property law, is on the board of directors for
NEXUS Center for Contemporary Art and the Atlanta Lawyers for the Arts and serves as a Pro
Bono consultant to The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. Charity Scott, an
authority on health law, serves as chair of the Health Law Section of the State Bar of Georgia and
is the editor of Georgia Health Law Developments. Eric Segall is Executive Officer, Association
of American Law Schools Section on Federal Courts. Dean Janice Griffith is immediate past chair
of the American Bar Association Section on State and Local Government Law, a member of the
Executive Committee of the Association of American Law Schools section on State and Local
Government Law, a member of the Joint Commission on Financing Legal Education, and is chair




of the Association of American Law Schools new teacher workshop. Mark Budnitz is Chairman
of the Board, Consumer Law Center of the South. Anne Emanuel serves as board secretary for
the Georgia Center for Law in the Public Interest. Marjorie Girth continues to serve on the
Georgia Supreme Court’s Commission on Equality and the Committee on Standards of the
Profession for the State Bar of Georgia. Bernadette Hartfield serves the Services and Programs
Committee of the Law School Admissions Council, is Co-Chair, Program Committee, Family Inn
of Court, and is a member of the Commission on Family Courts of the State Bar of Georgia. L.
Lynn Hogue is a member of the board of the Georgia Historical Foundation, Inc.

An important link to the community is the College’s Board of Visitors. Composed of
prominent figures in the law and other fields of endeavor, these persons advise the Dean as well as
serve as a conduit for the dissemination of news of the law school to the greater Atlanta
community. The Board was expanded this past year with the addition of State Representative
Jim Martin, Charles Battle, President of Central Atlanta Progress, Thomas Hills, President of
Wachovia Bank of Georgia, John Culhane, General Counsel for the Coca-Cola Company, plus
two of our own graduates, Scott Petty and Peggy Walker. The Board was most helpful in
discussing aspects of the College’s strategic plan as the faculty developed action items for
implementation. Another valuable contribution of the Board was strategies for securing endowed
scholarships, discussions that led ultimately to the establishment of the Burge Family Scholarship
of $100,000.

Two outreach activities linking the law school with the greater community, the new
Family Inn of Court and the electronic signature of court documents project, also contributed to
instructional and research efforts,. The Georgia Family Law American Inn of Court promotes law
practice excellence, high standards of professionalism, and increased civility among members of
the family law bar. Selected third year students are teamed with masters, who are judges and
attorneys with 10 or more years of experience, and barristers, who are attorneys with three to 10
years of experience, and together present educational program to the organization. Professors
Bemadette Hartfield and Mark Kadish are program co-chairs for the Inn and faculty advisers to
the students.

The Electronic Filing of Court Documents Project is a joint effort of the College of Law
and the Center for Digital Commerce of the College of Business Administration. Researchers are
designing a prototype system for filing documents electronically in Georgia’s state courts, and
Georgia State is the only educational institution to be chosen as one of the seven pilot projects.
Professor Mark Budnitz and staff attorney and computer specialist Todd Vincent work with key
legislators and government officials as they prepare a blueprint and prototype that will allow
attorneys and others to file court documents online whereby key cryptography permits binary
digits to serve as secure electronic “signatures”. "

The Consortium on Negotiation and Conflict Resolution significantly expanded its
activities this last year. Besides its ongoing research into the nature of conflict and the theories
and principles of resolution, a major component of education and training was added with the
hiring of Lin Inlow in August of 1997. With an extensive background in counseling and
mediation, Lin Inlow serves as the director of Conflict Resolution Education and Training, with a



primary focus on supporting the Board of Regents Initiative and Policy Direction on Conflict
Resolution throughout the university system. She offers consultation services to individual
institutions, develops and implements trairing programs at the institution and system levels, and
manages a cadre of contract trainers. She also manages a system-wide program of providing
mediation services to institutions desiring “outside” mediators to resolve problems.

The Tax Clinic for the College of Law was honored by U.S. Senator Paul Coverdell for its
service to taxpayers. The activities of the Tax Clinic and observations by the director, Professor
Ronald Blasi, were news worthy this past year in light of the current issues of Internal Revenue
abuses and taxpayers rights. The Clinic serves low-income individuals who are involved in
disputes with the IRS. Since its inception, the clinic has served the community by handling over
500 cases. It is the only such clinic in the southeast and is a unique learning experience for
Georgia State students, both in law and in the tax program of the College of Business
Administration.

The College of Law is actively seeking ways for interdisciplinary cooperation. As
mentioned, the electronic filing of court documents is an interdisciplinary research and outreach
effort between Law and the College of Business Administration. The Tax Clinic now accepts
graduate students in tax from the Business School as student participants. The joint JD and
MBA program is one of longstanding, and conversations continue about a similar arrangement
with the Masters of Tax and Juris Doctor programs. The joint MPA/JD program has generated
much interest, and the Law and Policy Studies are sharing graduate research assistants that are
enrolled in the joint program. To better foster understanding between law and other academic
units, the faculties of the Law School and Policy Studies have met together. There have also
been a number of brown bag lunches where Law has invited the faculty of other departments to
meet and socialize.

The faculty of the College continued their impressive record of scholarly research and
publications, building an ever greater professional reputation for themselves and contributing to
an increasing scholarly reputation for the College and the University. Notable scholarly books
published by the College of Law faculty include Doug Yarn’s two volumes on alternative dispute
resolution, with one for Georgia practice and procedure and the second one for North Carolina; a
second edition of Ellen Podgor’s White Collar Crime in a Nutshell; the 1997 edition of
Courtroom Handbook on Georgia Evidence by Paul Milich; Michael Landau’s 1997-98 Licensing
Law Handbook; and Mark Budnitz’s supplements to The Law of Lender Liability.

The following represents faculty members who published scholarly articles this past year:

Mark Budnitz, Catholic University Law Review; William Edmundson, Iowa Law Review; Anne
Emanuel, William and Mary Bill of Rights Journal; Victor Flatt, Boston College Environmental
Affairs T aw Review; Mark Kadish, American University Law Review and Michigan Journal of
International Law; Marjorie Knowles, Mercer Law Review; E. R. Lanier, Croatian Arbitration
Yearbook 139; Basil Mattingly, Marquette Law Review; Mary Radford, Handbook for Georgia

Probate Judges; Natsu Saito, Asian Law Journal and Inter-American Law Review; Charity Scott,
Antitrust Law Developments; Eric Segall, UCLA Law Review; Ellen Taylor, Arizona Law
Review; and Jack Williams, University of Miami L.aw Review and Wake Forest Law Review.




The Law Library continues to provide excellent service to faculty, students, and the
public. Important achievements of the past year include increased funding for the permanent
acquisitions budget as well as much appreciated support from the University with year-end
contingency funds. The additional $75,000 of permanent funding resulted in a total acquisitions
budget for 1997-98 of $656,000. The Law Librarian worked with the University Center Space
Reallocation Program which identified 5,980 gross square footage adjacent to the Law Library on
Collins Street for future expansion of the Library to meet upcoming accreditation issues. The
College of Law is greatly encouraged by this plan and appreciates the Provost’s support for the
Library’s needs to be addressed by this committee. It is hoped that funding from the Regents for
this project will be forthcoming,

Computers and electronic media receive ever greater attention and resources of the Law
Library. This past year the training lab computer equipment was upgraded with better machines.
The librarians and staff used the lab for WESTLAW and LEXIS training along with Internet
training. Funding was received through Quality Improvement to network seventy-seven carrels,
and when completed this fall will enable students to use their laptops in the Library to do their
own computing or to connect to the software available in the computer laboratory. The Georgia
General Assembly has funded the new “Statewide Library System” allowing the Library to
purchase updated software for ordering materials, circulating books, and accounting. A
significant event this past year was the implementation of the Paw Print program by Information
Systems and Technology, whereby cost controls have been placed on the campus-wide problem
of excessive printing in the computer labs by students. Another technical improvement was the
conversion from a wand to a swipe system for checking out library materials, made possible by
the implementation of the university wide Panther Card.

Dean Griffith and the staff of the College have been devoting an increasing amount of time
and resources to development and community cultivation. This past year was one of great
success, with two endowed gifts. W. Lee Burge made a generous $100,000 donation for the
establishment of an endowed scholarship fund, to be known as the Burge Family Scholarship. To
be used as a recruitment tool, the Burge Family Scholarship will be awarded to meritorious
applicants to the college. Mr. Burge was chair of the Board of Regents in 1974 when the College
of Law was approved. He was instrumental in raising private and public support at the time and
continues assisting the College today by service on the Board of Visitors.

Henry J. Miller, a respected legal mind and an outstanding lawyer now in retirement,
donated $750,000 for the establishment of an endowed chair. The donation was made in
conjunction with the eminent chair program of the Board of Regents, whereby an additional
$250,000 is added to the fund by the State of Georgia. Upon Mr. Miller’s request, the chair will
bear the name of Ben Johnson, Jr., the founding dean of the Georgia State College of Law and a
longtime acquaintance of Henry Miller. The College’s semi-annual distinguished lecture series
bears the name of Henry Miller and is supported by his colleagues in the legal community in honor
of his many contributions. The Ben Johnson Chair is the first endowed chair for the College of
Law.



Other development news of note is the increased giving of law alumni and the
strengthening relationship of the College with the Atlanta Law School Foundation. The Atlanta
Law School Foundation funds full scholarships for a number of students each year. The number
available to Georgia State has increased, and this past year the College worked diligently to
formalize the procedures for selection and review of candidates to better serve the intended
purpose of the program.

Of no small importance to the long range development of the College of Law was the
successful drafting and approval of action plans to support the College’s established strategic
plan. With the hard work of Professor Anne Emanuel and her committee, the College and its
leadership now have faculty approved quantifiable objectives whose implementation will further
the strategic plan.

Important personnel actions accomplished for the last year were the hiring of Shubha
Ghosh as Associate Professor of Law, Stephen Joyner as Director of Administrative Services and

Computer Support, and Karen Douglas as Acquisitions Librarian.

Progress in Assessing Institutional Effectiveness

The College of Law has long identified several instruments or measures to assess,
institutional effectiveness. Success of student teams in moot court and mock trial competitions
reflect the rigorous intellectual preparation and practical lawyer skills that student receive in class.
The College of Law has a long record of student achievement, and the past year proved no
different. The team of the College’s student chapter of the National Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers was a semifinalist in the national competition in Chicago. In the Jessup
International Moot Court Southeast Regional Competition, the Georgia State team placed third.
Team members representing the college at the Regional Trademark Moot Court Competition won
Best Oralist Team and Second Best Brief. Georgia State advanced to the quarter finals for the
Southern Region in the American Bar Association National Appellate Advocacy Competition. In
the National Labor Law Moot Court Competition, the our student team was a quarter finalist, and
one member of the team was named Top Oralist. Another team won the Southeastern regional
competition in the Association of Trial Lawyers mock trial competition.

A valuable tool for measuring institutional effectiveness for the College of Law is the
success rate of students sitting for the Georgia Bar examinations. Successful passage of such
examinations are a requirement for entry into the legal profession. From its inception, the College
of law at Georgia State has built an impressive record of success on bar examinations. The
passage rates for all takers for the July, 1997 sitting for the Bar was 84.6% with the rate for first
time takers being 86.8%. Changes in the structure of the bar exam for the February, 1998 testing
resulted in an overall decline in test scores for all students from all schools. The passage rate of
first time takers among Georgia State students and graduates numbered 75.6%. The overall
passage rate for all takers from all schools was 60.5%.

Employment statistics six months after graduation are a standard measure used for
assessing legal education and are annually collected by the College’s accrediting agency, the



American Bar Association, and by U.S. News and World Report for its edition on rating graduate
and professional schools in America. The figures for the class of 1997 show an employment rate
0f 93.09%. Employment in large (51 to 100 lawyers) and very large (over 100) firms is prized
and highly competitive. The percentage of Georgia State graduates employed in this category has
been steadily increasing and represents 11.43% of the 1997 class. This means that our chosen
graduates were picked from regional and national pools of graduates representing some of the
most prestigious law schools in the country.

Judicial clerkships are another prestigious category of employment. The increasing
number of judicial clerkships that our students receive indicate the increasing reputation of
Georgia State as a school of quality legal instruction. Some seventy-two Georgia State graduates
have served as judicial clerks at all levels of the courts with eight selected during the period of
time covered by this report. Three of these clerks are serving with judges in the Federal Courts.

Another measure of the effectiveness of legal instruction received as a student at Georgia
State’s College of Law is the success of graduates in achieving partner in prestigious law firms,
appointment of election to the bench, and service as legal counsel for major corporations.
Georgia State graduates are now partners in Alston & Bird; Amall, Golden & Gregory; Holland
& Knight; Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue; Kilpatrick & Stockton; Powell, Goldstein, Frazier &
Murphy; Long, Aldridge & Norman and others. A number of Georgia State College of Law
graduates serve a assistant district attorneys and magistrate judges, and Beverly Collins sits on the
State Court of Cobb County. Numerous corporate legal offices employ College of Law graduates
including AT&T, BellSouth, Cox Enterprises, Equifax, Federal Reserve Bank, Georgia Power,
and Georgia-Pacific.



APPENDECIES TO 1997-98 ANNUAL REPORT

A. PUBLICATIONS

1. Books

Brass, James
1997 Supplement to Servitudes, 7 THOMPSON ON REAL PROPERTY §62 at 499 (D. Thomas ed., 1994)

1997 Supplement to Georgia, 6 WATERS & WATER RIGHTS (R. Beck ed., 2d Ed., 1995)

Budnitz, Mark

THE LAW OF LENDER LIABILITY, 1997 Cumulative Supplement No. 1, Boston, Warren Gorham &
Lamont (1997).

- THE LAW OF LENDER LIABILITY, 1996 Cumulative Supplement No. 2, Boston, Warren Gorham &
Lamont (1997).

COUNSELING AND REPRESENTING FINANCIALLY DISTRESSED BUSINESSES 1997
Supplement.

Landau, Michael
1997 -98 LICENSING LAW HANDBOOK (WEST Group 1997)

A Lindey & M. Landau, LINDEY ON ENTERTAINMENT, PUBLISHING & THE ARTS:
AGREEMENTS AND THE LAW (2d. ed), 5 Volume Set (WEST Group )

Release No. 39 - March 1997

Release No. 40 - June 1997

Release No. 41 - October 1997

Release No. 42 - March 1998

R. Fremlin, ENTERTAINMENT LAW (Clark Boardman Callaghan) Author of 1997 Annual
Supplement (July 1997)

Milich, Paul

COURTROOM HANDBOOK ON GEORGIA EVIDENCE, 1997 Edition (West Publ. 1997), 315 pages.
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