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Major Accomplishments 

The past year has been one of significant accomplishment for the College of Law, its 
faculty and students. Although notable accomplishments were achieved in many areas across 
the law school, including supporting greater faculty research and scholarly activities, increasing 
community outreach and public service, enhancing international relationships, and integrating 
technology into all aspects of academic endeavors, the major accomplishment for the College of 
Law for the 1999-2000 year was the completion of a self study by the faculty during the fall 
semester and the site evaluation visit of an accreditation team from the American Bar 
Association and the Association of American Law School during the spring. 

Self-study and Accreditation Examination 

The accrediting bodies of the Georgia State University College of Law are the American 
Bar Association and the Association of American Law Schools. These entities use a seven year 
cycle of accreditation and reexamination and coordinate their reviews so that a single unified 
inspection team visits the campus. In preparation for the site evaluation team, the college faculty 
undertook an extensive self study during the fall semester. This self examination reviewed all 
aspects of the law school and included student surveys and similar contributions from alumni and 
members of the bench and bar. The faculty was pleased with the final report, which will be used 
as a basis for the updating of the College's strategic plan during the upcoming year. The self- 
study and the site evaluation visit will be used as part of the University's academic program 
review. 

The site evaluation team visited the campus in the spring. The initial reports from the 
ABA team and the AALS representative have been received by the College of Law and the 
University. The College has replied to these reports. Both reports give praise to many aspects of 
the College of Law's program. As expected, there are some areas of concern, but the College's 
academic programs were not found to be out of compliance with any of the ABA standards. 

Technology 

Georgia State University College of Law continues to enjoy a national reputation for its 
technological innovations. Recognitions in the past, like the ranking of the College of Law by 
National Jurist magazine as among the top 25 wired law schools, continued with the invitation to 
Patrick Wiseman to make a presentation at the annual Computer Assisted Legal Instruction 
Conference, a national meeting at which the latest and most innovative technology is showcased 
each year. Professor Wiseman was honored again by his selection as the first recipient of the 
Tom Creed Compassionate Pioneer Award by the Teaching, Learning, and Technology Affiliate 
of the American Association of Higher Education, a national organization that promotes the use 
of technology in education. 

The technical upgrades for the College's courtroom, cited in last year's report, were 



enhanced during the 1999-2000 year by the installation of additional and more sophisticated 
equipment in the courtroom itself and in the adjacent media control room. This enhancement 
was part of a complete renovation of the interior of the courtroom through the generosity of the 
Atlanta Law School Foundation. 

In the spring of 2000 at the conclusion of final exams, contractors began the demolition 
of Lecture Hall 100 in preparation of a complete renovation to be completed by the beginning of 
the fall term. In this renovation new tables and seating will provide electricity and network data 
ports at each student work station. This is the second of a four part project to provide data line 
access to all student work stations in the four large tiered classrooms that are the core of the 
College's instructional facilities. 

The College of Law's web pages continue to be a valuable instrument in communication 
with the public and for the internal benefit of the faculty, staff, and students. Once again 
inquiries of incoming first year students showed a vast majority reviewed the college's web 
pages during their deliberations as to which law school to attend. More students each year utilize 
the online application process. Once admitted the students access the web for the college's 
bulletin, curriculum planning guide, information about the faculty, course descriptions, syllabi, 
class assignments, on-line class discussions, and notices of upcoming law school events. Later in 
their program at Georgia State they will take advantage of the on-line placement bulletin. The 
electronic reserve system has been a big success for the Law Library. Course materials placed on 
reserve by faculty for students in their courses are available online for students to download 
electronically. 

The College added to its web site an extensive section on the Georgia State University 
Tax Clinic. The site contains an online library of Internal Revenue Service publications, notices, 
and forms. The tax clinic's operational manual was put on line, creating a lot of attention fiom 
other tax clinics in the country who downloaded it fiom the web site. By use of security 
passwords, students enrolled in the clinic can use the web to track their cases and to add and 
extract information fiom their files. Web based materials were also developed for our summer 
skills program. 

This past year saw a renewal of a contractual relationship among the Georgia State 
University College of Law, the Digital Commerce Center of the Robinson College of Business 
and the Georgia Courts Automation Commission for the development of a pilot project on the 
electronic filing of court documents. A graduate of the law school continues to serve as 
principal staff for this exciting project, which will ultimately alter forever the processing of 
documents in the legal system in Georgia. 

With increasing needs for technological support, the College took steps this past year to 
increase the staff support available to maintain its network and web site and to help faculty, staff, 
and students in the use of technology. Responding to a staff resignation, the College recruited 
and hired a new Director of Administrative Services, a position that is responsible for computer 



support services among many other duties. The new director possesses a degree in computer 
information systems and is the first person with such credentials to hold this position. In a 
similar fashion the College has undertaken the retraining of a staff member who assists with 
facilities and audio-visual equipment. With the latter utilizing more computer based technology, 
the AV assistant has trained to serve such equipment as well service computer peripherals. 

International relationships 

Linz, Austria has been the long-time site of the College of Law's foreign summer 
program headed by Professor E. R. Lanier. Professor Lanier conducted another successful 
session during the summer with students and faculty studying international commercial 
arbitration. Originally an Austrian program, over the years the program has grown to one that 
visits the major arbitration courts in Central Europe. During the upcoming year, Professor 
Lanier and the College's administration will determine whether to relocate the program to 
another location, such as Vienna, Budapest, Prague, or Warsaw. 

Relationships that have grown out of this summer program continue to provide benefit to 
the College of Law. The College had two visitors associated with the program visit the Georgia 
State University campus this past fall. Professor Hans Dolinar of the University of Linz visited 
for several weeks, guest teaching and visiting with students. Later in that same term the College 
hosted Dr. Marie-Beatrix Tupy, Secretary-General of the Vienna Arbitration Court. 

A number of Austrian and German students were in residence at the College of Law this 
past year. The German students come for a semester to conduct legal research and complete an 
academic paper dealing with tax and financial institutions. This long-standing program is 
directed by Professor Ronald Blasi. Professor Lanier's program, which takes Americans to 
Austria, also has a corresponding student exchange where Austrian students come to Georgia 
State. 

Professor Lanier was selected to participate in the 1999 University System of Georgia's 
international faculty development seminar in Mexico and the 2000 seminar in Panama. He also 
received a Global Partnership Grant fiom the Board of Regents to develop a summer academy for 
international commercial arbitration in collaboration with the Consortium on Negotiation and 
Conflict Resolution. 

Cornmunitv outreach and public service 

The Consortium on Negotiation and Conflict Resolution conducts research into the nature 
of conflict and the theories and principles of resolution while applying this knowledge in training 
and educating others in mediation and resolution. The consortium is an interdisciplinary and 
inter-university partnership that supports the Board of Regents' Initiative and Policy Direction on 
Conflict Resolution. This past year CNCR launched a conflict resolution program for the Atlanta 
Public Schools where students fiom Georgia State and other local universities are trained to teach 



conflict resolution to students, administrators, teachers, and parents. CNCR is pleased with the 
initial year of operation and expects this program to be an immense benefit to the climate of the 
public schools involved. United States Attorney General Janet Reno praised the Conflict 
Resolution in Schools Program in a speech at the Association of American Law Schools annual 
meeting in January 2000. Besides support from the College of Law, the consortium has been the 
recipient of funding directly from the Board of Regents and from several outside funding 
agencies. During this last year the consortium held grants from Albany Law School and the 
Hewlett Foundation. 

For the second year in a row, the Tax Clinic received a grant from the Internal Revenue 
Service to support the clinic's activities. The Georgia State University Tax Clinic serves low- 
income individuals who are involved with disputes with the Internal Revenue Service. Besides 
this public service, it is an important laboratory for the training of law students and graduate tax 
students fiom the College of Business Administration. More than 500 cases have been handled 
by students since the inception of the clinic, and it remains the only such entity in the southeast. 
Despite the adversarial role of the Georgia State Tax Clinic, the IRS respects the clinic for its 
success in providing equitable solutions for troubled taxpayers. In July of 1999, the Clinic was 
honored by a visit from U. S. Tax Commissioner Charles Rosetti. 

The College of Law, together with Georgia State's Center for Digital Commerce, 
sponsors the Electronic Court Filing Project, a joint project to explore the automation of 
Georgia's courts through the electronic filing and signing of court documents. The project's 
research encompasses and impacts on the areas of digital signatures, electronic records and 
signature legislation, national legal and technical standards development, and courses at the 
College of Business in electronic commerce. The project received renewed funding fiom the 
Georgia Courts Automation Commission for 1999-2000 with implementation of the pilot project 
to commence in the fall of 2000. 

The College of Law celebrated its third annual Law Week during the week of April 1-8, 
2000. Law week is dedicated to increasing public understanding of and respect for the law, the 
legal process, and the role of the legal profession. With the theme, "Partnership Through 
Diversity, Celebrating our Community", this year's Law Week emphasized public service and the 
obligation of professionals to give back to their communities. Activities, which were sponsored 
by various student organizations under the coordination of the Law Student Bar Association, 
ranged fiom preparing meals for AIDS patients and a blood drive to panel discussions about hate 
crime legislation and pro bono work. Cathy Cox, Georgia's Secretary of State, gave the keynote 
speaker address, which highlighted the legal profession's community service as a vital resource. 

Professor and former Dean Marjorie Girth served on the planning and implementation 
committees that successfully guided the transfer of the Atlanta Project from the Carter Center to 
Georgia State University. Started by President Jimmy Carter, the Atlanta Project is a 
neighborhood based effort to provide a single source for information and social services to 
economically depressed areas of the city utilizing the citizens of the community with the support 



and assistance of outside resources. This year long transition involved the identification of 
expertise among university departments and the pairing of these resources with the organizational 
structure of the Atlanta Project. 

Three law school faculty served as reporters to Georgia Code revision committees, 
charged with updating state laws. Contributing their time, effort, and scholarly expertise, 
Associate Dean Steve Kaminshine worked on labor law revisions, Professor Ellen Taylor assisted 
in rewriting sections dealing with investment advisors, and Professor Mary Radford participated 
in revisions of guardianship law. 

Several faculty members served as amici curiae, experts invited to advise a court on a 
matter of law in a case to which they are not a party. Professor Ellen Podgor provided briefs in 
the Federal Courts for United States v. Webster L. Hubbell and Cleveland v. United States. 
Professor Ronald Blasi produced an amicus brief in PNC Bancorp, Inc. v. Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue. Professor Shubha Ghosh joined three law professors from other institutions to 
submit a brief of amici curiae in Etkind v. Suarez in the Supreme Court of Georgia. Professor 
Lynn Hogue submitted a brief in the case of Gluzman v, United States ofAmerica in the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

As part of the College's efforts in strengthening and increasing community outreach and 
public service, law faculty serve in leadership positions and on numerous committees for the 
Association of American Law Schools, the American Bar Association, the State Bar of Georgia, 
and for other local and regional organizations where their legal training is of value. Ronald Blasi 
served on the Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of Bank Taxation. James Bross chaired 
the AALS Section on Agricultural Law. Mark Bucinitz was a member of the Uniform 
Commercial Code Committee of the State B& of Georgia and served on the Board of Directors 
of the Atlanta Legal Aid Society. William Edmundson was Secretary of the AALS Section on 
Law and Interpretation. Mq'orie Girth functioned as the AALS Summarian for the joint ABA 
and AALS accreditation site team evaluating the law school at the University of Alabama. Dean 
Janice Griffith served as a member of the Executive Committee of the Section on State and Local 
Government Law. Dean Griffith also made several presentations at the Seminar for New Law 
School Deans for the American Bar Association. Bernadette Hartfield continued to serve on the 
Board of Trustees of the Law School Admissions Council. Nancy Johnson, Law Librarian and 
Professor of Law, completed her third year on the Executive Board of the American Association 
of Law Libraries and served as an Editorial Board Member of Legal Reference Services 
Ouarterly. Marjorie Knowles was chair of the AALS Committee on Academic Freedom and 
Tenure and continued her long time service as a Trustee of TIAAICREF. E. R. Lanier was a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the Institute for Continuing Legal Education in Georgia. He 
also served as a member of the Editorial Board of the Croatian Arbitration Yearbook. Charles 
Marvin became Chair-Elect of the AALS Section on Law and Africa. Paul Milich was 
Secretaryfrreasurer of the Bleckley Inn of Court. Mary Radford continued her long service on 
the Executive Committee of the Georgia Appellate Practice Resource Center. Charity Scott was 
Vice Chair, Clinical Ethics Interest Group, Health Law Section, American Bar Association. 



Ellen Taylor was member of the Board of Directors, Georgia Advocacy Office. Patrick Wiseman 
was a member of the Board of Directors of Georgia Advocacy Office. 

Interdisciplinary activities 

The College of Law engages in interdisciplinary and inter-departmental cooperation, 
including teaching and research. This past year the joint research efforts of the College of 
Business and the College of Law concerning digital signatures and the electronic filing of court 
documents expanded into teaching, with Mark Budnitz and Todd Vincent team teaching a course 
for M.B.A. students on electronic commerce. Other law faculty teach courses in the Colleges of 
Arts and Sciences, Business Administration, and Education. Correspondingly, a member of the 
Risk Management and Insurance faculty of the College of Business teaches insurance law to 
College of Law students. 

William Edrnundson served on the Advisory Board of the Arts and Sciences based Jean 
Beer Blumenfeld Center for Ethics. In November of 1999, the Blumenfeld Center for Ethics 
sponsored a conference for academics, professionals, and the public at which law professor 
Charity Scott spoke on medical privacy issues. 

The College of Law has two joint programs with other colleges at Georgia State 
University. A significant accomplishment this year was the approval by the College of Law and 
the University of a joint JD/MA in Philosophy degree program. The College is engaged now in 
conversations with the City Planning Program in the College of Architecture at Georgia Institute 
of Technology for the team teaching of a course in Growth Management Law in which both law 
and Georgia Tech students will be enrolled. 

Scholarship 

The impressive record of scholarly research and publications by the faculty of the College 
of Law continues, building an ever greater professional reputation for themselves and 
contributing to an increasing scholarly reputation for the college and university. Books published 
by the faculty were The Law of Lender Liability by Mark Budnitz; Cases and Materials on 
Corporations by William Gregory; Winning Research Skills, 4fi edition, and Legal Research 
Exercises, 6fh edition, both by Nancy Johnson; Courtroom Handbook on Georgia Evidence and 
Georgia Rules of Evidence. 1999 Pocket Part by Paul Milich; Tax Procedure and Tax Fraud in a 
Nutshell by Patricia Morgan; and 1999 Suvplement to White Collar Crime: Law and Practice, by 
Ellen Podgor. 

The following represents faculty members who published scholarly articles this past year: 
Mark Budnitz, Financial Services Litigation; William Edrnundson, APA Newsletter on 
Philosovhv and Law; Shubha Glosh, Trial Lawyers Ouarterlv. Villanova Environmental Law 
Journal, and Journal of Intellectual Propertv; Marjorie Girth, American Bankruptcy Law Journal; 
Bernadette Hartfield, Boston College Law Review, Basil Mattingly, South Carolina Law Review; 



Ellen Podgor, Boston College Law Review and American Universitv Law Review; Mary 
Radford, Mercer Law Review; Natsu Saito, Third World Law Review; Eric Segall, 
Constitutional Commentarv; and Roy Sobelson, Mercer Law Review. 

Development 

Efforts on behalf of the College of Law raised the law school's assets held by the Georgia 
State University Foundation to $4,863,000. The largest new gift was a generous contribution 
from the Atlanta Law School Foundation for $125,000 for the remodeling of the courtroom. This 
capital gift was in addition to the Atlanta Law School Foundation's annual scholarship support. 
Other gifts during this last year include an endowed fund for the Law Library to purchase 
materials on natural resource law, given by law school alumnus Dr. Stephen E. Draper; a 
scholarship fund endowed by Georgia State University's founding dean, Ben F. Johnson, Jr.; a 
donation for the college's Student Trial Lawyers Association; and a donation for a new trophy 
case, given in the name of the Student Trial Lawyers Association. 

Much activity was devoted to the launching of the Board of Visitors Scholarship Fund. 
The initiation of this fund was important, for it signified the maturity of the college's board and 
the board's acceptance of its role as a financial supporter of the law school. Contributions from 
the members of the college's Board of Visitors now total $25,000, with pledges in hand that will 
raise that amount substantially. 

The college is pleased with the hiring of a new development director who came on board 
in late March. Dr. Alleen D. Deutsch relocated from Florida State University where she was 
director of development for the College of Social Sciences. The law school administration and 
faculty look forward to Dr. Deutsch's guidance during the last stages of the university's capital 
campaign. 

Student Achievements 

The College of Law continued its success in student moot court and mock trial 
competitions. Numerous teams competed in intrastate, regional, and national competitions. 
Notable activities this past year included impressive performances in the Thomas Tang Moot 
Court competition and the National Criminal Justice Trial Advocacy competition. For the 
Thomas Tang competition, Georgia State's team won the Southeast Regional Competition, 
defeating Florida State in the finals. The regional victory allowed the Georgia State team to 
participate in the national rounds. In the National Criminal Justice Trial Advocacy Competition 
the Georgia State College of Law team won its first three rounds and proceeded to the semifinals 
with a 3-0 record. 

The College of Law was pleased that Student Bar Association President, Dawn Jones, 
was a recipient of the Sparks Award. The award annually honors individuals within the 
university who have distinguished themselves by their work, attitude and contributions to the 








































































































