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A. OVERVIEW

The College of Law continued its tradition of excellent
performance during 1991-92. Thirty full-time faculty taught
approximately 600 individual students who were enrolled in full-
time and part-time legal education programs. The number of part-
time registrants meant that 541 "full-time-equivalent" students
were served during 1991-92.

The faculty and students enjoyed the support of a dedicated
professional staff. A hiring freeze that was effective throughout
most of the academic year meant that the pre-existing staff had to
handle an extraordinary workload for a sustained period of time.
Their efforts to assist our students, applicants and graduates
under these difficult circumstances were crucial to our efforts to

maintain a consistent standard of excellence.

A standard way of measuring the quality of legal education is
' to focus on graduates' success in passing the bar examination.
Georgia State's students had very high rates of success on both the
July, 1991, and the February, 1992, Georgia bar examinations. They
ranked first among the four accredited law schools in July and
second, with an overall pass rate of 93.2%, behind Emory in
February.

Our students'! accompllshments reflect very well on the efforts
of the faculty, who continue to do excellent work in the
traditional academic arenas of teaching, research and service.
Details concerning their individual accomplishments appear below in
section B 2 a. As part of GSU's increasing emphasis on research,
and in reaction to the ©University's constrained budgetary
resources, members of the law faculty more frequently sought
external funding for their research efforts than they had in
previous academic years.

To date we have managed to maintain diversity of race, gender
and professional interests within our faculty, staff and student
populations. We believe that this particular tradition serves us
very well in assuring that any possibility of our being isolated
from current developments in public discourse, legal theory and
educational methods will be kept at a minimum. In particular, the
students in our evening program are often able to contribute
valuable insights from their employment or longer experience with
life's challenges.

v The College achieved accreditation by the American Bar
Association in 1990. Our primary institutional goal in the next two
years is to achieve accreditation by the Association of American
Law Schools. Dean Jeffrey Lewis of the University of Florida is the
College's consultant on "readiness" for AALS accreditation. He has
identified the following categories in which the College needs
resources in order to achieve "readiness'": 1) to hire additional
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full-time faculty so that we can offer a "comprehensive" curriculum
in both our day and evening programs; and 2) to increase our
faculty members' academic year salaries and faculty development
support to levels that would be competitive on an external
comparison (or "market") basis. AALS accreditation is essential to
enabling our faculty members to participate fully in the 1legal
education profess1on. In addition, the absence of 2AALS
accreditation impedes our'hlrlng efforts with candidates who prefer
institutions that can give them access to a full range of
professional development opportunities.

We also need to be able to maximize the potential of our
Lawyers' Skills Development Program. Several factors have combined
to enable us to assume a leadership role for at least this region
in this facet of 1legal education. Professor Mark Kadish, an
experienced litigator whose talents are respected by professionals
throughout the region, directs our program. Our location makes
staffing and attending skills development programs comparatively
easy. Moreover, Emory Law School has canceled its master's degree
program in litigation and may be reducing its overall commitment of
resources to skills development training.

Our very fine law library also needs additional support in
order to maintain the quality of its operations. The library's
acquisitions budget has been reduced from earlier levels and needs
to be replenished. Because our law librarians serve the public
beyond the immediate College of law community, maintaining a
tradition of excellence in our library operations is beneficial to
the reputation of the entire University.

Although our present facilities serve us well, we are
operating almost at capacity now. Opportunities for new programming
will soon require additional space if we are to adequately house
our operations. With the flexibility that will result from the
University's acquisition of additional downtown space, the College
hopes to be able to expand upward in the Urban Life building rather
than to seek either to move or to create a new law school building.

B. HIGHLIGHTS of 1991-92
1. The College's accomplishments

a. Successful leadership transitions despite budget
constraints )

As a unit, the College experienced two transitions in
leadership during the 1991-92 academic year. Acting Dean Ronald W.
Blasi assumed his leadership responsibilities, succeeding Dean
Marjorie Knowles on July 1, 1991. The College's third permanent
dean, Marjorie L. Girth, began her service on January 2, 1992. Each
dean has her or his own decision-making style, and it is a tribute
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to the faculty and the staff that these transitions were handled in
such a cooperative manner.

Early in these transitions, the State of Georgia
experienced a budget crisis that reverberated through the
University system. As part of Georgia State University's plan for
reduction of expenditures, the College of Law experienced a
$220,000 permanent budget reduction. Through skillful management,
the College was able to absorb this 51gn1flcant budget cut without -
terminating employees. However, monies for three vacant staff and
one vacant faculty position were lost, all equipment money was
given back, and sizeable reductlons were sustained in the
categories of part-time faculty, graduate assistants and travel and
supply funds. While hardly a "highlight" in the traditional sense,
the College's ability to function very well despite these
reductions is a substantial accomplishment.

b. Creation and funding of our first live-client clinic

Despite these fiscal stringencies, Ron Blasi continued
planning for the College's first 1live-client clinic. Funding
proposals are still pending with several governmental and private
sources. However, in the fall semester of 1992-93, we will be able
to begin a pilot operation that will assist taxpayers with post-
audit disputes, thanks to the generosity of a local donor, the
Trammell Foundation. Its gift provides $30,000 for operating
expenses in each of the next three academic years, plus $50,000 for
an endowment if we can raise an additional $150,000 in endowment
funds by 1995. We believe that having students exposed to the
ambiguities and substantive issues inherent in 1live-client
representation will provide a very valuable addition to our current
academic program.

c. Faculty additions and major lectures

The College also succeeded in recruiting Professor
Stephen J. Wermiel, who will join us this summer as an associate
professor. Professor Wermiel was the Lee Distinguished Visiting
Professor of Law at William and Mary Law School during 1991-92.
Before that time, he was the Wall Street Journal's Supreme Court
and law correspondent. He is also Justice William Brennan's
authorized biographer. We look forward to adding his expertise in
fields such as media, education and telecommunications law to our
academic program.

During the spring semester, the College enjoyed perlodlc
visits from Professor Frank R. Kennedy, who served as our first
distinguished visiting professor funded by the Southeastern
Bankruptcy Law Institute grant that Dean Marjorie Knowles announced
last year. Frank Kennedy is the Thomas M. Cooley Professor of law,
Emeritus, at the Unlver51ty of Michigan Law School and has long
served the public in various capacities, including as the executive
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director of the Commission on Bankruptcy Laws in the early 1970's.
That Commission's report provided extensive background for the
complete revision of the bankruptcy laws in the Bankruptcy Reform
Act of 1978.

The Henry J. Miller Lectures continued to bring outstanding
speakers to the College. Professor Hal S. Scott, Harvard Law
School's Nomura Professor of International Financial Systems spoke
on "Regulation of International Banking Post-BCCI" in November.
Professor Walter J. Wadlington, who is the James Madison Professor
of law and Professor of Legal Medicine at the University of
Virginia, presented "No-Fault Compensation for Birth-Related
Neurological Injury: Past Experience and Future Problems" as the
spring semester's lecture. The College is very grateful for the
Loridans Foundation grants that fund these visits, which also
include informal sessions with law faculty and students.

d. Development Office activities

The College's - Development Office also achieved
substantial results this year. Carol Brantley, our Development
Director, and Professor Mark Kadish obtained a $50,000 grant from
the Georgia Civil Justice Foundation that enabled us to establish
our first endowed scholarship fund. It will provide an annual award
of $2500 for an outstanding trial advocacy student. Significant
steps taken in order to build the graduates' giving program were
the implementation of a class captain system for the Annual Fund
drive that Adam Jett ('84) chaired, and a leadership gifts effort.
Overall giving by the graduates of this very young College is
expected to exceed $12,000 by the end of this fiscal year, an
increase of approximately 15% from the 1990-91 results.

The Law Alumni Club is led by a well-organized and active
group of graduate leaders. Robert Dallas ('89) succeeded Carol
Geiger ('87) as President in January, 1992. Events this year
included the first Graduates' Dinner in September, the midyear
breakfast in connection with the State Bar meeting in Atlanta, GSU
Day at the Braves' game in April, a reception for graduates and
friends at the Savannah meeting of the State Bar, and an Atlanta
social occasion for all graduates in June. The class of 1987 also
held a very successful fifth reunion in early June.

e. Implementing planning processes

During the spring semester, Dean Girth established
several planning committees to assist the College in maximizing its
potential in the years immediately ahead. We are very excited about
the plans for our Tenth Anniversary Celebration which will occur in
the early weeks of the fall semester. Chaired by Associate Dean
Patricia Morgan, the planning committee will sponsor a Tenth
Anniversary Picnic and a Founders' Dinner. Justice Sandra Day
O'Connor of the United States Supreme Court will give the fall,
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1992, Henry J. Miller Lecture as the concluding major event of the
celebration. The Committee also believes that this occasion affords
an opportunity for major fund-raising efforts, which will extend
throughout the 1992-93 academic year.

An Ad Hoc Computer Advisory Committee was established to
consider "library developments, hardware and software deployment,
training programs for faculty and staff, and link-ups to networks."
Committee members surveyed the faculty and staff after first
submitting their own ideas of the College's needs and priorities.
The Committee has decided that networking should be the College's
first priority, and that it could and should be accomplished in the
near future. Among the benefits of doing so are the following:
networking would permit efficient sharing of major peripherals,
especially laser printers; it would be a more efficient means of
communicating internally; and it would facilitate external
communication.

As the College's programming expands, so will our space
needs. A space planning committee, chaired by Professor Corneill
Stephens, will document the anticipated needs for the College and
its Law Library during the next five years. Because Georgia State
University may be acquiring additional space in downtown Atlanta in
the foreseeable future, the committee's current focus is upon
expanding upward in the Urban Life Building after other current
occupants move.

f. Administrative systemization

During 1991~92, the College took a series of steps in the
effort to deploy its administrative staff more effectively. As
Admissions applications continued to increase dramatically, it
became apparent that the simultaneous effort to advise our students
about the ever-changing requirements for financial aid was
overburdening our Student Services staff. We were very pleased to
be able to reach agreement with Dr. Ernest Beals, Dean of
Admissions and Dr. Jerry McTier, Director of the University's
Financial Aid Office, which resumed advising our students in early
1992. That transition, coordinated by Dr. McTier and Assistant Dean
Jacqueline St. Germain of the College of Law, was accomplished
smoothly. Our students have been well-served by that reallocation
of responsibility.

Internally at the College, we have undertaken an ongoing
review of staff assignments. An effort has been made to maximize
the match between individual staff members' expertise and their
assigned tasks, with a resulting series of reassignments. Dean
Girth, Associate Dean Morgan, and Assistant Deans St. Germain and
Shuford have been most heavily involved in this planning. We have
appreciated the sustained level of cooperation that we have
received from the staff during these changes.



The College has also adopted a practice of using ad hoc
Staff Hiring Committees to advise the respective hiring official
when new appointments are made to the exempt staff. The College
needs its staff to cooperate across units in order to accomplish
tasks that involve a combination of constituencies, and it seemed
wise to have this interrelated perspective available during the
hiring process.

Finally, it became clear that we needed to systematize
our processes for awarding and funding College of Law Scholarships.
Professor Charity Scott accepted the responsibility of chairing a
Scholarships Committee that has reorganized this facet of our
endeavors,

g. The Law Library's accomplishments

At the beginning of this academic year, the Law Library
faced the prospect of significant financial cut-backs. In spite of
some budgetary reductions and lack of raises, however, we
maintained the same number of staff and the book budget remained
intact. The Law Library staff is dedicated to improving services,
and provided the following services during this difficult budgetary
year.

The Law Library is open 103 hours per week. We maintain the
same number of hours throughout the entire year, including semester
breaks. We are unable to curtail hours during semester breaks since
the law school's breaks do not coincide with those of the rest of
the University.

For the preceding 12 month period, 215,000 visits were
recorded in the Law Library. This figure translates into
approximately 18,000 visits per month. During the year, we
experienced an increase of 18,000 visits (12%) from our total of
197,000 in 1990-91. Our usage increased on Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday evenlngs since the Pullen lerary curtailed its hours on
those evenlngs, In addition to serving the students and faculty,
the Library is open to attorneys and members of the 1legal
community. According to our attorney sign-in sheets, attorneys used
the Library on 8,500 occasions. The Library is also heavily used by
undergraduate and graduate university faculty and students.

The Reférence Librarians provide a total of 68 hours of
reference service each week. They answered 9,576 questions, which
is an increase from last year's total of 9, 215 Each faculty member
is assigned a library liaison. This 11brar1an is in charge of the
research requests for the faculty member.

Interlibrary loans, both borrowing and lending, continue to be
a valuable service for our faculty, students and the entire Library
community. This year Outreach Services produced a monthly average
of 2,250 photocopies for the faculty. Approximately 93,000 copies
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were produced for the whole year, of which 27,000 were for faculty
requests (an increase of 5,000 copies from last year). Within the
last month, the 1library received a fax machine as part of a
Consortium of South Eastern Law Libraries grant from the U.S.
Department of Education. The fax machine will be used to send
materials to other libraries.

The highlight of the year was the implementation of the online
Acquisitions/Serials unit. A1l of the ordering is now done on the
system. The accounting element of the acquisitions module remains
problematic, however. It will hopefully improve. The technical
services staff have locaded approximately 1500 serial records on
PALS Serials. It is possible to view the serial record of a title
from the OLLI reference terminal. Service to our patrons is
enhanced by this newest module.

The new computer lab, which houses 17 computers, is also a
valuable addition for our patrons. These computers access Word
Perfect and the CCALI programs. Approximately six computers are
dedicated to WESTLAW and LEXIS.

As reported to the ABA in Fall, 1991, the Library had a net
gain of 5,220 hardcopy volumes, 4,327 microform equivalent volumes,
and 1,388 titles. The Law Library now holds 123,079 volumes, 87,291
microform volume equivalents, 59,322 titles and 4,033 serial
subscriptions. While we continue to grow, we have, nevertheless,
lost ground to other Law Libraries in the South East in numbers of
volumes added. Currently, we rank 18th out of 37 law libraries in
the South East region for number of volumes added during the year.

2. Individual accomplishments of faculty, administrators and
students

a. FACULTY

Ronald W. Blasi served as Acting Dean of the College of Law
from July-December, 1991, and worked very cooperatively with Dean
Girth throughout that period to ease the transition for her. He co-
authored an article on renegotiated debt that appeared in the Tax
lLawyer, and he published quarterly summaries of bank cases in the
Banking law Review. Professor Blasi co-chaired, with the general
counsel of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, the Third Annual
Southern Banking Law Conference, attended by approximately 200 of
the leading bankers, regulators and bank attorneys in the South. He
also obtained necessary approvals from the Internal Revenue
Service, the U. 8. Tax Court and others for the establishment of a
Federal Tax Clinic, which would assist low income taxpayers in
their disputes with the Internal Revenue Service. He. developed
several grant requests relating to the Clinic and received funds
from one benefactor, which will permit the clinic to begin
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operations in the 1992 fall semester. He organized the EC Market
Law Program to be offered during the 1992 summer term in Europe to
15 of the College's students. He served as chair of the American
Bar Association's Subcommittee on Rulings and Regulations. He was
a principal speaker at the Annual Bank Tax Institute in December
1991, an instructor at the Annual School for Bank Administration
sponsored by the Bank Administration Institute at the University of
Wisconsin in August 1991, and a lecturer at a February 1992 bar
review course. '

James Bross will be on a faculty development leave during the
fall semester of 1992-93, and will prepare several chapters for a
new edition of Thompson on Real Property during that period. He has
completed a 1992 supplement to his chapter on Georgia water rights
in Waters and Water Rights (R. Beck, ed., 1991). In anticipation of
his leave, he resigned after five years as Associate Editor -
Current Developments in Real Property for Probate and Property; his
final bi-monthly column will appear in the September/October, 1992
issue. He has completed two years as Chair of the College of Law
Promotion and Tenure Committee and was among the recipients of the
University's Sparks Award for extraordinary service in a wide range
of assignments during the College's early years.

Mark E. Budnitz was joined by Eric Segall in directing the
externship program this year. This combination enabled the College
to significantly expand the number of externship opportunities for
students. Professor Budnitz published the 1991 supplement to The
Law of Iender Liability, which he will supplement again in 1992.
Two manuscripts are awaiting publication. The Business Lawver will
publish his article "Consumer Bankruptcy Developments," and Mercer
Law_Review will publish "The Revision of UCC Articles Three and
Four: A Process Which Excluded Consumer Protection Required
Federal Action.® Work continued on his forthcoming book,
Counseling Financially Distressed Businesses, scheduled for
publication early in 1993. In connection with his Fellowship from
the Consumer Financial Services Committee of the American Bar
Association, he was a member of two panels at the ABA Business Law
Section meeting. One panel discussed the recently enacted Truth in
Savings Act, and the other discussed the impact of the UCC on
consumers. In addition, Professor Budnitz was on a panel on
corporate governance at the annual meeting of the National
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and spoke on Electronic Benefits
Transfers at the annual meeting of the Consumer Bankers
Association.

George Carey is engaged in research for articles on awards of
costs and fees in tax controversies, deduction of costs associated
with the disposition of investment property, and other issues. He
also co-chaired the Faculty Research Guidelines Committee and
serves the College on the Curriculum Committee, the Computer
Advisory Committee and the Space Planning Committee.




















































































